April 28		
THE VISUAL ARTS AS A HUMANIST LENS INTO THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING
		HUMAN

Diane Kirkpatrick
Professor Kirkpatrick joined the UM faculty in 1968, where she served as professor,
department chair, and interim director of the Institute of Humanities. Kirkpatrick is currently
Professor Emerita of History of Art at UM, where she specialized in contemporary art and
using new media to express the richness of the world and our experience of it.
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Michelle Regalado Deatrick
Ms. Michelle Regalado Deatrick received her B.A. from Wesleyan and her Master’s from
Harvard. While working on her doctoral dissertation in political science and statistics, she
began writing fiction and poetry. Michelle has an MFA from UM where she received the
Hopwood Awards in Fiction and Poetry, the Bain-Swigget Prize for Poetry, and a Graduate
Classics translation prize. Her poetry and fiction have appeared and are forthcoming in
several literary journals.
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TO DWELL IN POSSIBILITY: CREATIVITY AS PROCESS AND STASIS

Speaker’s Synopsis: The desire to create something new, tangible or intangible, is deeprooted. Our education system, even at the university level, often inadvertently squashes that
beautiful, wild desire. Yet creative impulse and practice have led to our greatest works of art
and to many of our greatest scientific and medical discoveries. How does the creative writing
classroom offer a model for teaching creativity and engaging with our intricate, swift-moving
world?

JUST IMAGINE!

Ralph G. Williams
Ralph G. Williams, Arthur F. Thurneau Professor of English, Emeritus, at UM, received his
Ph.D. from UM and subsequently taught at Cornell University, before returning to UM in
1970. In addition to teaching renowned courses in Shakespeare, the Bible in English, and
Primo Levi, he has directed the Program on Studies in Religion, lectured in the Department
of Near Eastern Studies, helped develop the residencies at UM of England’s Royal
Shakespeare Company, and directed UM’s program in Florence, Italy. He has received the
Lifetime Golden Apple Award, the Carnegie Professor of the Year Award for Michigan, and
taken a lead role in a recent movie filmed in Ann Arbor “Answer This.”

 peaker’s Synopsis: This lecture represents an appeal for a certain understanding of the role of
S
the liberal arts in a contemporary American university. That role is crucially tied to the
function of the imagination, which must operate freely in the ongoing formation of personal
and community identity. He will note particularly in this context two passages, at least, from
supreme works of the literary imagination: one from Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,” the other from
Toni Morrison’s “Beloved.”
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Hopefully, no. Many of our best scholars and leaders insist that today’s students need
liberal arts even more than yesterday’s because critical thinking, creativity, and a broad
knowledge base are exactly what they need to succeed. As poet William Butler Yeats
observed, “Education is not filling a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” Such a fire is what will
inspire the creativity needed to meet the challenges of tomorrow by graduates who excel in
both technology and the liberal arts.
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Steve Jobs said that “technology alone is not enough - it’s technology married with liberal
arts, married with the humanities, that yields us the results that make our hearts sing.”
Today, however, many assume that science, technology, and engineering are sufficient to
resolve the complex problems of an interconnected world. Are we now giving up on those
same liberal arts which many believe were the foundation of our democracy and made us a
world leader?
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 peaker’s Synopsis: Humanists study the varied human experiences expressed by “artists” in
S
literature, music, and the visual and performing arts. Each “branch” communicates something
of the particular life experiences in the time and place in which the artist lived. Individual
works reflect different facets of the tantalizing puzzle cited by the French artist Paul Gauguin
in his 1897-98 painting (and its title):
“Where Did We Come From? What
Are We? Where Are We Going?” This
talk is one art historian’s select “tour”
of varied “answers” to Gauguin’s
questions using visual art works from
prehistory to the
present day.
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April 7 - May 12, 2016

Time:		

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Location:

Rave Cinema
4100 Carpenter Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48197

		
$30 for the 6-lecture series (or $10 per lecture, payable at the door)
$20 for the Annual Membership Fee (effective from September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016)

Send registration form and payment to: OLLI at U of M
					
2401 Plymouth Rd., Suite C, Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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This lecture series was planned by Bill Furtwangler, Dick Galant, Charles Garvin,
Bette Michael, Al Paas, Mary Wisgerhof, and Carol Maccini (chair).


Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan reserves the right to substitute speakers.



ectures are cancelled whenever Ann Arbor Public Schools close due to severe weather.
L
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Dr. David Potter
David Potter received his A.B. from Harvard and his Doctor of Philosophy from Oxford
University. After two years as a visiting Assistant Professor at Bryn Mawr College, he
joined UM’s Department of Classical Studies in 1986. He has authored numerous books
and appeared in programs on the History Channel.

	Speaker’s Synopsis: The central and abiding value of the study of the humanities is to
facilitate communication across cultural and economic divisions. It is through the
exploration of expression – the core purpose of humanistic study – that we are able to
better understand each other and to draw upon the shared experience of past and present
diverse cultures to help us do so.
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“DON’T JUST DO SOMETHING, STAND THERE”: ON TEACHING
STUDENTS HOW TO BE HUMAN AND DIVINE

Dr. Mark Randolph
Dr. Mark Randolph has taught English at Greenhills School for 19 years. He previously
taught at UM, Eastern Michigan University, and Washtenaw Community College. In
1990 he was selected to be UM’s Exchange Lecturer to the Phillips Universität,
Marburg. He received his A.B. from Occidental College and his M.A. and Ph.D. in
English Literature from UM.

	Speaker’s Synopsis: The current narrative on American secondary education would
seem to tell the story of an unrelenting spiral into doom and gloom. The tale begins with
our handwringing at the annual drop of U.S. students in international rankings on math
and science scores. The arc of the story then climaxes when we realize, tragically, that
our well-intended efforts to prepare students for success might also lead to the heartbreak
of depression and anxiety. This talk will invite audience members to consider how the
narrative of secondary education might be rewritten with a better ending. The key is to
arm our students with the power of stories and conversations, analysis and problem
solving, creativity and improvisation, and most significantly, wisdom, faith and love – all
of which reside in the demesne of the humanities.

April 21		
TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT THE LIBERAL ARTS – AT UM AND
		ELSEWHERE

Terrence J. McDonald
Terrence McDonald became the Director of the Bentley Historical Library at the UM
after serving for ten years as Dean of the University’s college of liberal arts, called the
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. With more than 2,000 faculty and staff,
17,000 undergraduate, and 2,000 graduate students, the College is the University’s
largest, containing divisions for the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities.
He joined the UM faculty after receiving his doctorate in American history from Stanford
University.

 peaker’s Synopsis: What exactly is a “liberal arts” education in America and where did
S
it come from? The current ferocious debate over the value and future of a liberal arts
education in America is marked by a failure on all sides to answer these questions. By
looking at the general history of the liberal arts in some of America’s leading
universities and a case study of University of Michigan, this lecture will attempt to clarify
and explain its history. Seen in this historical context, the liberal arts today may be both
more and less than its advocates and critics contend.
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