CUBA – PRIMARY CARE AND PUBLIC HEALTH – LESSONS LEARNED

 peaker’s Synopsis: Michael Gould will help explain some of the styles of music from Cuba
S
and the context in which they are found. Styles will include the three types of rumba: Yambu,
Guaguanco, and Columbia as well as the styles associated with Son such as Cha Cha Cha.
The presentation will include a detailed look into how these musical styles relate to the Clave
rhythm. Be ready to clap along!

Michael Gould, Ph.D.
Michael Gould is a Professor of Music at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan and has received international recognition as a performer and scholar in the field of
drumset, contemporary percussion performance, and pedagogy. He has performed and given
clinics all over the world. He has also composed and performed music for a wide range of
ensembles and venues from the Münich Opera and Ballet to National Public Radio. He has
had unique collaborations with engineers, material scientists, painters, poets, athletes, and
business professionals. Currently, he is working with Henry Pollack, the co-recipient of the
Nobel Peace Prize, on an installation entitled A World Without Ice.

THE FOLKLORIC MUSIC OF CUBA—CLAVE IS THE KEY!

 peaker’s Synopsis: In this talk Professor Silvia Pedraza traces the changing relationship
S
of the church and state during the Cuban revolution. Over the course of nearly 60 years, the
Cuban revolution has had several distinct relationships to the Church, ranging from open
confrontation and silencing to incorporation. Changing its definition from an atheist society
in the early years of the revolution to a secular society now, today it is more possible to be
religious and to practice one’s faith in Cuba than it was earlier in this half century.

Silvia Pedraza, Ph.D.
Silvia Pedraza, Professor of Sociology and American Culture at UM, where she received a
B.A. and M.A.; her Ph.D. in Sociology is from the University of Chicago. She was born and
raised in Cuba, from where she immigrated with her family. Her work seeks to understand the
causes and consequences of immigration as a historical process that forms and transforms
persons and nations. She is the author of three books and numerous articles.

RELIGION IN THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

Located only 90 miles off the coast of Florida in the midst of vital sea lanes, Cuba has long
been politically and culturally important to the United States. When Cuba became the first
Communist state in the Western Hemisphere, an already complex relationship was strained to the
breaking point by events like the failed Bay of Pigs invasion, U.S. efforts to assassinate Fidel
Castro, the placement of Russian nuclear missiles on Cuban soil, and trade embargoes, leaving
memories that still resonate 50 years later. Now, the future holds promise. When the U.S. normalized diplomatic relations with Cuba in 2015, the two countries again shared trade, travel, and
cultural exchanges. Today the island rocks with Salsa music and dance, and its miles of white
beaches have bolstered a thriving tourism industry. Still, Cuba remains a one-party state that
suppresses political liberties and freedom of the press, with economic woes that include trade
problems, rising food costs, and emigration. This lecture series presents a broad view of Cuban
culture and history to help us understand today’s Cuba, a nation in transition.

Cuba: Our Neighbor in Transition

Our Neighbor in
Transition

The Thursday Lecture Series or TLS for 2017-2018 will be moving to a new location
for the season. We will be in the Towsley Auditorium in the Morris Lawrence
Building at Washtenaw Community College. (Please see map on inside page.)

October 26

Speaker’s Synopsis: Ninety miles separate the U.S. from Cuba, but since the Cuban
revolution, the two countries have been worlds apart. The United States embargo, the fall of
the U.S.S.R., and the death of Venezuelan dictator Hugo Chavez have all had major economic
impact on the Caribbean island and its ability to progress its standard of living. Although a
low income country, the socialist policies of Cuba have made great strides in the delivery of
health care to their inhabitants, as well as assisting other countries in need. How does a
socialist country with a marginal economy provide the same longevity and infant mortality as
the United States health system with all of its technology and resources?

William Cunningham, DO, MHA
	Dr. Cunningham is currently the Associate Dean of Global Health and Director of the
Institute for Global Health (IGH) at Michigan State University. He serves as a representative
for the College of Osteopathic Medicine on the University Curriculum Committee. He is a
graduate of the Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine, interned at Brentwood/Cleveland
Clinic Hospital, graduated from the Emergency Medicine residency program at Akron
General Medical Center, and has a Master’s degree in Health Administrations.
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of the church and state during the Cuban revolution. Over the course of nearly 60 years, the
Cuban revolution has had several distinct relationships to the Church, ranging from open
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The Thursday Lecture Series or TLS for 2017-2018 will be moving to a new location
for the season. We will be in the Towsley Auditorium in the Morris Lawrence
Building at Washtenaw Community College. (Please see map on inside page.)

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan presents

Cuba: Our Neighbor in Transition

September 14
		

September 14 - October 26, 2017

Time:		

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. (PLEASE NOTE: September 14 lecture starts at 9:30 a.m.)

Location:
Washtenaw Community College Towsley Auditorium
		
Morris Lawrence Building
		
4800 E. Huron River Drive
		
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Look for yellow signs: “OLLI lectures here.”
Fee(s):
		

NEW LECTURE VENUE

$30 for the 6-lecture series (or $10 per lecture, payable at
the door; checks preferable)
$20 for the Annual Membership Fee (effective from
September 1, 2017 - August 31, 2018)

If you have questions:

Phone: 734-998-9351
Website: www.olli-umich.org
Email: olli.info@umich.edu

This lecture series was planned by Dan Converse, Charles Garvin, Al Paas, Paula Rich,
Mary Schieve, Anne Smith, Marie Vitale, and JoAnn Socha (chair).

September 28
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A special thanks to Jack Kenny and Shifrah Nenner for their photographs of Cuba.


Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan reserves the right to substitute speakers.



ectures are cancelled whenever Ann Arbor Public Schools close due to severe weather.
L
Call (734) 998-9351 or visit www.olli-umich.org to confirm cancellation of the day’s scheduled lecture.



For more information about Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan visit: http://www.olli-umich.org


REGISTRATION FORM:

Cuba: Our Neighbor in Transition

NAME(S): __________________________________________________________________________
FULL STREET ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________
PHONE #: _______________________________________
2017-2018 Annual Membership Fee (effective from Sept. 1, 2017 - Aug. 31, 2018)
$20/person
Thursday Morning Lecture Series #1							$30/person
Write check payable to:

OLLI at U of M

Mail to:
(can also pay in person)

OLLI at U of M
2401 Plymouth Rd., Suite C, Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Donna Rich Kaplowitz, Ph.D.
Donna Rich Kaplowitz received a BA in English and Latin American Studies from the
University of Michigan and an MA and Ph.D. in Latin American Studies from Johns
Hopkins University. Donna’s research interests have focused on U.S. policy towards Cuba,
the U.S. embargo of Cuba, and the Cuban foreign policy. She has published widely and her
book credits include: The Cuba Reader: The Making of a Revolution, The Anatomy of a
Failed Embargo: U.S. Sanctions Against Cuba, and Cuba’s Ties to a Changing World.
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 peaker’s Synopsis: In this presentation, Professor Kaplowitz will share her personal
S
e
S
re s a.m. experiences visiting Cuba over the past 33 years. From the vantage point of a young uniu
t
lec 9:30
versity graduate spending a summer with ordinary Cubans in the height of the Cold War
to meeting Fidel Castro, she has had extraordinary access and insight into Cuban life,
policy, and change. She will combine history, memoir, and commentary from her most
recent trip to the island to share her thoughts on what’s next for our closest neighbor.

On-line registration is available or send registration form and payment to:
OLLI at U of M
2401 Plymouth Rd., Suite C,
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

October 5		

THE US AND CUBA: A TROUBLED RELATIONSHIP

Ambassador (RET) Melvyn Levitsky
During his 35-year Foreign Service career, Ambassador Levitsky served as Ambassador
to Brazil, Ambassador to Bulgaria, Executive Secretary of the Department of State, and
Assistant Secretary of State for International Narcotics Policy. He also served as Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Human Rights, Deputy Director of the Voice of America, Director
of UN Political Affairs, Director of U.S.-Soviet Bilateral Relations, and at the U.S.
Embassy Moscow. He has been a professor of international policy and practice at the
Gerald Ford School since 2006.
Speaker’s Synopsis: Ambassador Levitsky will examine U.S.-Cuban relations from both
their historical and contemporary perspectives. He will focus on the period beginning in
1956 when President Eisenhower broke relations with Cuba and imposed an economic
embargo on the island nation and extending through the Obama Administration’s
reestablishment of relations in 2015. He will also discuss his personal involvement with
Cuban affairs during his diplomatic career and will conclude with an examination of the
Trump Administration’s policies toward Cuba.

THE FASCINATION WITH THE JEWS OF CUBA

Ruth Behar, Ph.D.
Ruth Behar was born in Havana, Cuba and grew up in New York City. She is the Victor
Haim Perera Collegiate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan and
the recipient of a MacArthur Fellows “Genius” Award and a Guggenheim Fellowship. A
storyteller, poet, educator, and public speaker, Ruth frequently visits and writes about her
native Cuba and is the author of An Island Called Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba and
Traveling Heavy: A Memoir in between Journeys. Her debut novel for young readers,
Lucky Broken Girl, is the story of a Cuban-Jewish immigrant girl.

 peakers’ Synopsis: In recent years, the Jews of Cuba have become a source of
S
fascination to numerous travelers who have gone to the island. Why is this community
at once so exotic and so endearing to outsiders? As a member of the Jewish Cuban
diaspora herself and a longtime scholar of and writer about the community, Ruth Behar
will speak about the history and current situation of the Jews of Cuba. She will discuss
the role played by the various Jewish diasporas to the island, the perspective held by
Jewish Cubans toward the Cuban Revolution in 1959, and the role of the Jewish
community in Cuba today. She will end with a reflection on the process of writing a
novel for young readers from the perspective of a Jewish-Cuban girl.

October 12

THE FOLKLORIC MUSIC OF CUBA—CLAVE IS THE KEY!

Michael Gould, Ph.D.
Michael Gould is a Professor of Music at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan and has received international recognition as a performer and scholar in the field of
drumset, contemporary percussion performance, and pedagogy. He has performed and given
clinics all over the world. He has also composed and performed music for a wide range of
ensembles and venues from the Münich Opera and Ballet to National Public Radio. He has
had unique collaborations with engineers, material scientists, painters, poets, athletes, and
business professionals. Currently, he is working with Henry Pollack, the co-recipient of the
Nobel Peace Prize, on an installation entitled A World Without Ice.

 peaker’s Synopsis: Michael Gould will help explain some of the styles of music from Cuba
S
and the context in which they are found. Styles will include the three types of rumba: Yambu,
Guaguanco, and Columbia as well as the styles associated with Son such as Cha Cha Cha.
The presentation will include a detailed look into how these musical styles relate to the Clave
rhythm. Be ready to clap along!

October 19

Located only 90 miles off the coast of Florida in the midst of vital sea lanes, Cuba has long
been politically and culturally important to the United States. When Cuba became the first
Communist state in the Western Hemisphere, an already complex relationship was strained to the
breaking point by events like the failed Bay of Pigs invasion, U.S. efforts to assassinate Fidel
Castro, the placement of Russian nuclear missiles on Cuban soil, and trade embargoes, leaving
memories that still resonate 50 years later. Now, the future holds promise. When the U.S. normalized diplomatic relations with Cuba in 2015, the two countries again shared trade, travel, and
cultural exchanges. Today the island rocks with Salsa music and dance, and its miles of white
beaches have bolstered a thriving tourism industry. Still, Cuba remains a one-party state that
suppresses political liberties and freedom of the press, with economic woes that include trade
problems, rising food costs, and emigration. This lecture series presents a broad view of Cuban
culture and history to help us understand today’s Cuba, a nation in transition.
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